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he not come with the brethren to the appointed
prayers ?'"

To us in England, and especially to those of us
who are North-countrymen, nothing- that Alcuin
wrote has a higher interest than Ms poem in Latin
hexameters  on  the  Bishops  and  Saints of   the
Church of York.    By the Church of York Alcuin
evidently   meant  the   Church  of   Northumbria,
although his account of the prelates dwells chiefly
on the archbishops of his time.    Considering his
long  sojourn in France, it was fitting that the
manuscript of this famous  poem should be dis-
covered at a monastery near Reims, the monastery
* of St. Theodoric, or Thierry according to the later
spelling.    A great part of the poem is in the main
a versification of Bedels prose history of the con-
version of the North to Christianity, and an adapta-
tion of Bede's metrical life of St. Cuthbert.    On
this   account   the   French   transcriber  from   the
original omitted about  1100   of  the 1657  lines
of which the poem consists, and only about 550
lines were originally printed by Mabillon in the
Acta Sanctorum.    When our own Gale was pre-
paring to publish it, he got the missing verses
both from the St. Theodoric MS. and also from
a MS. at Reims itself.     Both manuscripts dis-
appeared long ago, probably in the devastations
of the French Revolution *.

The poem describes the importance of York in
the time of the Roman occupation of Britain, the
residence, as Alcuin tells us, of the dukes of

1 As to the treatment of ancient ecclesiastical MSS. in
one parfc of France at the time of the Revolution, see pages
219, &c.